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Message froM the Pastor 

The Boundless Commonwealth of Christ  

When asked, “Which commandment in the law is the greatest?” Jesus 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and first 
commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets” 
(Matthew 22:36-40).  When pressed to be more specific about who is “my 
neighbor” (Luke 10:29), Jesus tells the story of the so-called “good” 
Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37). Jesus also emphasizes the boundless nature 
of God’s love and the boundless range of “my neighbor” in the story about 
the healing the Canaanite (Gentile) woman’s daughter (Matthew 15:21-28). 
His point is that the neighbor, whom we are commanded to love, transcends 
social, religious, ethnic, and gender boundaries.  And, if these stories were 
not clear enough as to the inclusive expanse of God’s kingdom of love, then 
the commandments to love God (Matthew 22:17), to love neighbor (Mark 
12:31), to love enemies (Luke 6:27), and to love one another (John 13:34-
35) should give us perfect clarity.  God’s love in Jesus Christ excludes no 
one; nor should ours. 
 The Apostle Paul shines a light on the simple ethical principle by 
which we Christians are to exhibit the boundless commonwealth of Jesus 
Christ. “There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free; 
there is no longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” 
(Galatians 3:28). 
 And yet, my Christian friends, even as we set out to welcome and 
affirm all of God’s children, we must remain mindful, disciplined, and vigilant 
in the way we practice and express our all-inclusive love of our “neighbors.”  
Whenever we live out our Christian faith in the world, we often do so in terms 
of “norms.”  We sometimes think of men as the norm to which women are 
included.  We sometimes think of two genders as the norm to which non-
binary persons are included.  We think of the middle-class as the norm to 
which the rich and poor are included.  We think of straight as the norm to 
which gay people are included.  We think of our patriotic allegiance as the 
norm to which all other nationalities are included.  We think of our own 
culture as the norm to which all other ethnicities are included.  We think of 
our own beliefs as the norm to which all other creeds are included.   
 My Christian friends, as difficult and as soul-altering as it might be, 
we must diligently remind ourselves that these “norms” are a myth.  These 
norms are not real.  These norms do not represent the boundless range of 
Christ’s commonwealth.  For those of us who are followers of Jesus Christ, 
for those of us who are called to take up our cross as we follow, there is 
only one norm of inclusion: Love your neighbor as yourself. 

– Curtis “T” Christian 
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uPCoMiNg 

eveNts 

Sep 8 – The Women’s 
Evening Circle 
Book Club Meeting – the book 
is The Correspondent by 
Virginia Evans.  
Where: Church Parlor. 
When: 6:30 PM 

Sep 17 – Rebecca Esther 
Circle 
Horizons Bible Study: United 
Through Christ, Bound to 
Each Other (Paul’s First 
Letter to the Corinthians). 
Books available in parlor.  
Where: Church Parlor. 
When: 10:30 AM 
Note: We will have a lite 
lunch of finger foods after the 
lesson. Please bring your: 
‘Thank You’ offerings and 
sandwiches or cookies. 

Sep 19 – Fellowship Hike 
First Presbyterian invites you 
to join us for a family friendly, 
accessible hike, followed by 
a picnic at the White Hall 
Park (I-75, Exit 95).  
Time: 4:00 PM 

Nov 7 & 8 – LOCKIN 2026! 
The dates for our annual 
youth lock-in have been set. 
This event is always a lot of 
fun and is open to any Middle 
and High School youth 
interested in attending. More 
info to come. 

MiNistry 

highlights 
Youth Ministry 
Our teens and youth wrapped up MS & HS Montreat (June-July), as 
well as VBS “Bible Excursions” with excellent turnout (July-August). 
Multiple children from outside of church family attending. Already 
planning for 2027 outing locations.  

Community Outreach 
July 2026 Love Fund served 81 unique families, including 80 
children, and assist them with various needs totaling $8,372).  
The mission garden is continuing to grow, several people from the 
community stop by the garden to harvest vegetables.  

Mission 
Waters for the Living Lord sent funds to the community in Las 
Casitas de Santa Cruz, Honduras, to repair the water system that 
was damaged by flooding.  
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 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Teaching With Soul  

So our 2nd annual Summer Bible Adventure series has concluded 
and I think by all accounts it was a resounding success. I’m proud 
of the fact that this program was able to reach out to kids outside 
the congregation and I'm proud of all the relationships we were 
able to strengthen within our own congregation too. The 
adventures were a lot of fun. We sang songs and learned a new 
hymn. We turned the bus windows into stained glass and 
explored caves and went creekin’. We had meaningful 
discussions about Bible stories and what was going on in the 
lives of the kids who were there. It was a good series of events 
and there was a lot that happened worthy of being the focus of 
this month’s newsletter article, but I’m not going to do that. 
Instead, I’m going to throw a curveball and write this article on 
something that didn’t happen. Specifically, I’m going to write 
about origami turtles. 

Coming up with crafts for the Summer Bible Adventure program 
isn’t easy.  The craft has to be engaging for kids from 
Kindergarten up to High school. It also has to be portable 
because these lessons happen on the road. You want something 
that’s thematic so the lesson for the day is emphasized and 
something that’s very easy to clean up so you don’t leave a big 
mess. There’s also no telling how much time you’ll have to devote 
to the craft or if there will be tables you can use or what the 
weather will be like or any number of a million other factors. 
There’s a lot of thinking on your feet involved in Summer Bible 
Adventures.  I think that’s part of what makes them so great and 
exciting. 

I thought I had the perfect craft planned for our outing to the 
aquarium this summer.  We were going to make origami fish to go 
along with the story of Jonah and the great fish.  Origami paper 
would be easy to transport, there would be minimal mess, it was 
thematic and not too difficult.  The craft ticked a lot of important 
boxes and I was excited to do it. But then aquarium day came and 
went and there was just too much to do and we didn't get around 
to the origami. But I am not one to give up easily on something I 
think is a good idea. I decided not to give up on the origami craft 
but instead to persevere and use the craft for the next adventure. 

It just so happened that the theme for our next trip was 
perseverance.  In Philippians 3, Paul likens Christianity to running 
a race suggesting we focus on what's ahead, forget what's 
behind and press on towards our goal. We decided to connect 
that verse with the slow and steady tortoise from Aesop's fable 
and a trip to Carter caves where the perseverance of small 
streams of water over time cut vast cave systems and built up 
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stalactites and stalagmites over the years. The whole place is a 
testament to what little drops of water can accomplish if they 
just refuse to stop, a reminder that persevering doesn't 
necessarily mean to go fast, it means to not give up. Paul’s race in 
Philippians is a marathon and not a sprint. 

An origami turtle would be the perfect craft to go with the day. I 
set about watching YouTube videos on how to make origami 
turtles and quickly learn that turtles are not as easy to make as 
fish, but still I persevere, watching and re-watching YouTube 
videos, making turtle after turtle until the process becomes easy. 
I find some time at lunch on the trip to bring out the origami and 
we are working on the turtles together when our lunch arrives 
and the project is abandoned. I persevere yet again though and 
plan to do the turtles at Children's worship on Sunday, but 
Sunday ends up being communion and children's worship will 
not meet. The deck seems stacked against me and the turtles, but 
I don’t give up easy. So I persevere yet again and turn the turtles 
into an illustration of perseverance themselves for the purposes 
of this newsletter article.  That’s how you win this thing! The 
turtles are still likely to show up in children’s worship some 
coming Sunday, but It's interesting to me where the turtles have 
landed for now, a true testament to what it means to persevere. 

– Christian Education Director, Joel Stanley 
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News Briefs from Session for this 
Summer 

 Ivan Vajdle was hired to be our new office manager. 
 Youth had a great time at Montreat, the Silent Disco, 

and VBS Adventures to various sites. 
 The Sunday bulletin is now posted on the church's 

website. 
 It will take about a month to do repair work on the 

front steps and sidewalk. Administration is working 
on the 2027 budget. 

 Fellowship has planned a picnic for Sep. 19, Square 
Dance Oct. 17, and Christmas Church gathering Dec. 
20. 

 The Class of 2029 officers: Craig Mapel and Beth 
Underwood, elders and Lynn Shearon, Morgan 
Couch, and Ava Stanley (youth) have been installed.  
Jen Deaton is filling the elder vacancy with Class 
2027. 

 Can goods were collected in August to support 
clients of God's Outreach. 

 2 new air conditioners were installed in the 
sanctuary. 

 Arts and Crafts for Missions is set for November 19. 
 The Bicentennial Committee is developing fun and 

exciting activities for July 11, 2027 and a float is 
planned for this year's Christmas parade. 

 Stewardship Kick-off is October 4 and Dedication 
Sunday November 1 with a meal after church. 

 The Community Garden has been very productive.  
Check it out! 

 The historical marker at the front of the church is 
being updated to include the 200th birthday of FPC. 

 Our Waters of the Living Lord coordinator Ermin in 
Honduras has repaired several water systems. 

Clerk of Session, Melody Mitchell 

Needle, Arts and Crafts 
Fellowship 

Several of our members have moved 
away, so we are looking to grow our 
group by inviting you to join us on 
September 10 at 11:30.  Anyone 
with an interest in quilting, 
crocheting, knitting, painting, crafts 
of all kinds, or any other art related 
activity is welcome.  We each bring 
our lunch and eat first.  Then we talk 
and share activities that we are 
working on.  Right now we are 
working on a quilt for the 
Bicentennial Celebration.  Come join 
us! 

 

ELDERS    CLASS OF  

Jen Wilke-Deaton  2027 
Jim Exline    2027 
LeAnn Jones   2027 
Arleita Dirne   2028 
Mark Pitts   2028 
Gil Shew    2029 
Craig Mapel    2029 
Beth Underwood  2029 

DEACONS    CLASS OF  

Ava Stanley    2027 
Wayne Bowlin  2027 
Donna Cox    2027 
Denise Crump    2027 
Marti Exline    2028 
Sarah Gump    2028 
Amanda Tipton  2028 
Lynn Shearon  2029 
Morgan Couch   2029 
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SAVE THE DATE!! 

 First Presbyterian’s 

200th Anniversary 

Celebration!  

Sunday, July  11, 2027!! 

ONLINE GIVING 3 easy ways! 

* Click the GIVING button on our 
church website 

OR 
*Text fpcgift to 73256 

OR 
Download the Abundant Giving app on 

your phone.  Locate our church name 
and select. 

Follow all prompts to give online.  Of 
course you can always sign up to give 
through your bank site or by mailing a 

check to: 
First Presbyterian Church 

PO BOX 165 
Richmond, KY  40476-0165

 

www.richmondfpc.com 

Curtis Christian 

curtischristian670@gmail.com 

Joel Stanley 

Joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com 

Ivan Vajdle 

ivanvajdle@@richmondfpc.com 

Joyce Wolf 

jhwolfsong@gmail.com 

Mark Johnson 

markjohnson@richmondfpc.com 
 

Meet Our New Office Manager 

Hello, First Presbyterian Church family! 

My name is Ivan Vajdle, and I am delighted 
to introduce myself as your new Office 

Manager. I am grateful for the opportunity 
to join such a warm and welcoming 
congregation, and I look forward to 

supporting the church’s ministry by helping 
everything behind the scenes run as 

smoothly as possible. 

I bring many years of accounting and 
administrative experience to this position, 

along with a strong appreciation for 
organization, accuracy, and serving others. 

I enjoy working with people, solving 
problems, and keeping thigs in order – even 

though I have learned that church offices 
occasionally have plans of their own! 

As I settle into my new role, I look forward 
to getting to know each of you and learning 
more about the life and traditions of First 
Presbyterian Church of Richmond. Please 

stop by the office to introduce yourself, ask 
a question, or simply say hello. And if I ask 

you to remind me of your name at first, 
please know that I am working on it – I have 
many new names to learn, but fortunately, I 

enjoy a good challenge! 

Thank you for welcoming me into the First 
Presbyterian Church family. I am excited to 

be here and look forward to serving 
alongside all of you. 

 

 


