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www.richmondfpc.com  
 

Curtis Christian 

curtischristian@richmondfpc.com 
 

Joel Stanley 

Joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com 
 

Dana Miller 

danamiller@richmondfpc.com 
 

Joyce Wolf 

jhwolfsong@gmail.com 
 

Mark Johnson 

markjohnson@richmondfpc.com 

 

 

ELDERS            CLASS OF 
   
Philip Gump   2026 

Paul Hager   2026 

Bill Mitchell    2026 

Jim Exline   2027 

LeAnn Jones   2027 

Arleita Dirne   2028 

Mark Pitts   2028 

 

DEACONS     CLASS OF 
 

Jennifer Brubaker   2026 

Kathy Shew   2026 

Rhonda Orttenburger  2026 

Wayne Bowlin   2027 

Donna Cox   2027 

Denise Crump   2027 

Marti Exline   2028 

Sarah Gump   2028 

Amanda Tipton   2028 
 

ONLINE GIVING  

3 easy ways! 
 

 

*Click the GIVING button on our church website 

OR 

*Text fpcgift to 73256 

OR 

Download the Abundant Giving app on your phone.  Locate our church 

name and select. 
 

Follow all prompts to give online.  Of course you can always sign up to 

give through your bank site or by mailing a check to: 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

P O BOX 165 

Richmond, KY  40476-0165 
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Presbyterian tidings  

LIVING A RESURRECTION LOVE  

 

ñFor God so loved the world that he gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him 

may not perish but may have eternal lifeò (John 3:16).  This most famous passage of Scripture 

has been the staple of our Easter proclamations and a heavenly comfort to anxious and fearful 

Christians for two thousand years.  Indeed, this biblical promise of eternal life has become less 

so a comfort in the face of death and more so a misleading belief in a kind of immortalityðan 

escape from death altogether.   

 

However, the biblical promise of eternal life is not a pledge of immortal life; it is not a claim 

that the human soul is immortal (i.e., undying).  Indeed, Jesus Christ never proclaimed a mes-

sage of immortality.  He never denied the reality of deathða reality that every human being 

must sufferða reality that even Jesus Himself had to suffer on the cross.  Rather, Jesus pro-

claimed, not immortality, but resurrectionða resurrection from death into new life; into eter-

nal life. 

 

Jesus understood perhaps more than anyone else that living entails deathðit entails watching 

the persons whom we cherish slip away and die.  In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, 

ñBlessed are those who mourn, for they will be comfortedò (Matthew 5:4).  Accordingly, Je-

sus is blessing those who endure the grief and deep sorrow of losing a loved one to death.  If 

death were not a reality, then mourning would be follyðit would be a meaningless sentiment.  

Why bless those who mourn if death were not real?  If death were but an illusion, then those 

who mourn the loss of loved ones would be more worthy of a curse than a beatitude.   

 

But, just as Jesus understood that life entails death, he also understood that living provides an 

extraordinary stage for us to act out our love for one another.  ñI give you a new command-

ment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one an-

otherñ (John 13:34).  Indeed, Jesus commands us to love others in a world where death is a 

reality.  In effect, Jesus is commanding us to risk loving others whom we will invariably lose 

to the certainty of death.   

 

By His commandment to love one another, Jesus is commanding us to allow the peace and joy 

of love to express itself in the inconsolable heartbreak of mourning.   Surely, Jesus under-

stands that mourning is to lose others for whom we care deeply. Surely, He understands that 

mourning is to lose that portion of ourselves that we lovingly give to others.  Inexorably, to 

love one another is to mourn the loss of our loved ones.  So, why would anyone risk loving 

others when Jesus Himself knows all too well that the cost of that love is the pain and grief of 

mourning?  Why would He call our mourning a blessing, and why would Jesus ask us to bear 

such a cross?   

 



2 

Jesus commands us to love one another, and consequently, He calls us to mourn, not to escape 

death, but to redeem it.  To allow ourselves to love, to allow ourselves to mourn, is to create 

minor resurrections from lifeôs crucifixions.  

 

Now, if it is true that God so loves the world, then God must also grieve for the world.  God 

must mourn the loss of His beloved children who abide in a world where their death is an inevi-

tability.  ñPrecious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His faithful onesò (Psalm 116:15).  

But how can God mourn?  And how can Godôs mourning redeem death?  

 

ñGod so loved the world that He gave His only Son.ò  Godôs love, Godôs mourning takes the 

form of Jesus Christ.  God empties himself of His immortality and takes on the form of a mor-

tal.  ñChrist Jesus, who . . . existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 

something to be exploited, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, assuming human 

likeness.  And being found in human form, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 

point of deathðeven death on a crossò (Philippians 2:5b-8). 

 

In Jesus Christ, God enters our mortal world as a human being and loves us.  Likewise, the 

Creator becomes human so that we can love Him.  In Jesus Christ, God enters our human world 

as a mortal and mourns us.  Likewise, the Immortal One becomes mortal so that we can mourn 

His death.   

 

Remember, just as life entails death, life also provides the stage for us to act out our love for 

one another.  And mourning is merely love in the face of death.  So, in the death of Jesus Christ, 

Godôs love for us prevails even in death.  Death may be an inescapable reality, but its power to 

dissuade God from loving us, its power to separate us from the love of God is defeated.  Be-

cause Jesus Christ (the incarnate love of God) loved us in the face of death, because He loved us 

through the grave, Christ (who is Godôs beloved) is resurrected from death to eternal life.  For, 

Godôs love is life; and Godôs eternal love is eternal life.  ñFor I am convinced that neither death, 

nor life, . . . nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lordò (Romans 8:38-39). 

 

For our part, my Christian friends, we bring about minor resurrections in the midst of lifeôs cru-

cifixions.  We do this by loving one another, by braving the pain of mourning at the mortal loss 

of those whom we dare to love, by comforting others in their morning.  Indeed, we cannot heal 

another without first understanding what it feels like to be wounded and broken.  We cannot 

comfort others until we first learn to mourn.   ñBlessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comfortedò   

 

Death cannot separate us from the love of God.  And it cannot separate us from the love of one 

another.  Because of Godôs love for the world in Jesus Christ, because of our love for one an-

other in the face of our own mortality, resurrections happen every day. 
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Denise and Gary Winebarger 
 

 In memory of: 
Pat and Walt Winebarger 

Given by: 
Denise and Gary Winebarger 

 
In memory of: 

George L. and Joyce Hall 
Joe and Betty Wolf 

Given by: 
The Wolf Family 
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In memory of: 
Adrian Reece  

Given by: 
Lynn Shearon 

  
In memory of: 
Forrest Shearon 

Given by: 
Lynn Shearon 

  

In memory of: 
Calvin and Maxine Britton 

Given by: 
Lynn Shearon 

  

In loving memory of: 
Randall Shew 

Given by:  
His  family 

  

In honor of:  

 Kitty Shew (Mom, Grandma and Greatmommy) 

Given by: 

 her children, grandchildren and her great-grandchildren 

 

In memory of:  

Shelby and Iva Lawson 

Given by: 

The Shewôs, Toutantôs, and Trinhôs 

  
In memory of: 

My Best Friend and Loving Husband, Mike Weldon 
Given by: 

Coy Weldon 
 

In honor of:  
Pat and Roger Roy 

Given by: 
Denise and Gary Winebarger 

 
In memory of: 

Fred and Thelma Brever 
Given by: 

Denise and Gary Winebarger 
 

In memory of: 
Harriet and Hank Collins 

Given by: 
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Evening Womenôs Circle Gathering  
Tuesday, April 14 at 6:30 PM  

in the church parlor  
 

Lesson 9 in the Horizons Bible Study 2025 - 2026 

Rebecca Esther Circle 
 

Tuesday,  April 14 

    10:30 a.m.  

in the parlor 

 Sunday, April 12 

Dear Church Family,  
 
Thank you so much for 
ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅÌÙ ÓÈÏ×ÅÒƚ )ƦÍ 
grateful for the love 
of my church family.  
 
Lydia  

Salvation Army Tea 
 

Come join us for the "Great American Tea Party" 

as we celebrate the 35th birthday of the Salvation 

Army Women's Auxiliary on Saturday, April 18 at 

2:00 PM at First Presbyterian Church.  Silent Auction 

begins at 1:30 PM.  Contact Lucie Nelson, Melody 

Mitchell or Lynn Shearon or call 859-314-4430 for 

tickets ($25). 
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In memory of: 
Amy and Paul Jett, Stephen Jett,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Genie & Paul David Jett, and Mary Carr Smith 
Given by: 

Lucy, Wyatt and Ainsley Waterbury  
  

In memory of: 

our Mom/Grams, Pam Lawrenz  

 our Dad/Gramps, Dale Lawrenz 

Given by: 

 Tracy, Mike,  Carter, Shelby and Tucker Lamb and  

Brett, Courtney and Piper Lawrenz 

 

In loving memory of my son: 

Robert Lynn Mapel 

Given by: 

Craig Mapel 

 

In memory of: 
our parents 
Given by: 

Bill and Winnie Mitchell 
  

In memory of: 
Our daughter, Lindsay Mitchell 

Given by: 
Mark and Melody Mitchell  

 
In memory of: 
Dale Patrick 

Steven R. Patrick 
Given by: 

Kay Patrick 
  

In memory of: 
Charles Reeves 

Amy and Paul Jett 
David Jett 
Given by: 

Sue Reeves and family 
  

In memory of: 
Jane Richardson 

Given by: 
Kenneth Richardson 
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In memory of: 
James and Charlotte Gorman 

Given by: 
Carol and Dave Woolverton 

  

In loving memory of: 
My parents, Jerry and Mary Gray 

Given by: 
Bonnie Gray 

  

In memory of my son: 

Staff Sergeant Brenton Thomas Gray 

Given by:  

Randall Gray 
  

In honor of our three Gump granddaughters 

Arevia and twins Catherine and Natalie  

Given by: 

Grandparents John and Phyllis Gump 
  

In loving memory of: 

My wife, Joy Hager 
Given by: 
Paul Hager 

 
In honor of my children:  
Julie Love and Ed Hager 

Given by: 
Paul Hager 

  

In honor of my grandchildren:  
Cameron and Rev. Eliza Love 

Given by: 
Paul Hager 

  
In memory of: 

Our parents, Jack and Lolly Hissom 
Given by: 

Jill Hissom and Jamie Kenny 

  
In memory of:  

our grandparents, Jack and Lolly Hissom 

Given by:  

Kendrick Kenny and Jessica Kenny Graham 
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Teaching With Soul 

With Joel 
 

Let's talk a little bit about hatred because a lot of it seems to be going around at the moment. 

If Iôm being completely honest, I'm pretty sure I've only ever really straight up hated two people in 

my life. The first was a kid in elementary school in Montana who just rubbed me the wrong way for 

some reason. I can't really remember anything specific that this kid did to warrant my hatred and 

even now looking back on it, I wonder why I had such a strong adverse reaction to him. I can re-

member thinking it was odd at the time because I was generally a people person and got along with 

folks pretty well. I mean, I like to think that I'm usually pretty affable, but this kid was just an excep-

tion for some reason. He got on my nerves in an effortless kind of way just by being himself. I regret 

now how I felt and acted towards him when we were in school, but if Iôm being honest with myself, I 

did hate him. 

The second person I ever hated actually did something to deserve it. I won't get too deep 

into the specifics. I will say this happened when I was living in Georgia and teaching. So all of you 

FPC Richmond folks can rest easy because it isn't any of you. This person did something that put my 

entire career as an educator in jeopardy AND they did it in order to save their own skin AND they 

did it even as I was doing them a pretty big favor AND I legitimately hated them for it.  

I still struggle with how I feel towards this person even now, some 20 years after the fact. I 

struggle because it's hard not to argue that this particular hatred is completely warranted. Itôs not like 

the kid I hated in elementary school. This hatred is justified. This person legitimately could have ru-

ined my life and didnôt seem to care about that in the least or have the slightest bit of remorse for 

their actions and I hate them for itébut I shouldnôt. 

In Matthew 5:44, Jesus tells us to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us.  In 

Matthew 25:40, Jesus tells us that whatever we do for the least of these we do for him. So we have 

Jesus telling us in one verse that the way we love him is by loving other people and in another verse 

he tells us that our love should not be exclusively for people who are easy to love, but should even 

include our enemies and those who persecute us. When we combine these notions we are left with 

the convicting thought that we only ever love Jesus as much as the person we love the least. That 

also means, we only ever love Jesus as much as the person we hate the most. What a radical notion 

that is. It means that any hate we harbor for others is actively tarnishing our love for Jesus Christ. 

Thatôs a pretty heavy thought, especially now as things in our country have become so polarized and 

hate seems to be stoked so easily. 

I suppose part of loving someone is the maintenance of good boundaries and it is possible to 

love from afar while keeping your distance. People who are being abused canôt be expected to just 

live with that abuse in the name of Christôs love but it is also true that Christ didn't kick Judas out of 

the last supper when he had the opportunity. That's the ideal toward which we strive. 

 We canôt and wonôt be able to live up to the perfect love of Jesus Christ.  Loving to that 

extent takes more than we mortals are capable of and our falling short in this area is a big part of why 

grace is so necessary and important to us. Where we fall short, God is able to step in and help. But as 

things become more polarized in our country and as the rhetoric amps up to the point that it is almost 

impossible not to get sucked into the morass of hatred thatôs out there, I think itôs worthwhile to re-

member that Christ is calling us to be better than all this. Fight for what's right and just in the world, 

but don't lose yourself to hate while doing it.  
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In loving memory of our parents: 

Everette and Martha Carrico 

Edward and Louise Hays 

Given by: 
Bill and Nancy Carrico 

 

In memory of:  

William & Marcia Coleman and Richard Underwood 

Given by:  

David Coleman, Beth Underwood, Ian Walker 

Alison Underwood and Lydia Coleman  
  

In memory of: 

Sandy Connor and Leigh Ann Harville Griswold 

Given by: 

Ginny Harville Baker 

  

In memory of: 

Bert Cox 

Given by: 

Donna Cox 
  

In honor of our grandchildren and great-grandchildren:  

Bre and Leah Crump 

Abby, Chris, Ira and Nellie Freeman 

Mason and Sarah Crump 

Davis and Caroline Crump 

Turner, Emma, and Olivia Crump 

Thomas and Olive Crump 

Given by: 

Fred and Jeanie Crump 
  

In memory of : 

Ruth Marie Hossman and Janice Jones 

Given by: 

The Deaton family 

 
In memory of: 

William and Elizabeth Arbuckle 
Matthew Arbuckle Hundley 

Given by: 
Jim and Martha Exline 

 
In memory of: 

Sam and Wilma Exline 
brother, Jerry Exline 

Given by: 
Jim and Martha Exline 
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In memory of: 

Gilmer Boley 

Given by: 

Jean Boley, Becky Elam & Marianne Airhart 
 

In memory of our grandson,  

Blake Bonar 

Given by: 

Bruce and Sandee Bonar 
 

In memory of our parents: 

Dorothy and Bill Church 

Mary Lou and Glenn Bonar 

Given by: 

Bruce and Sandee Bonar 
 

 In memory of a loving husband, father, and son 

Jeffrey Brubaker 

Given by: 

The Brubaker Family 
  

In memory of: 

My husband, Donald 

Given by: 

Nancy Brubaker 
  

In memory of: 

My son, Jeff 

Given by: 

Nancy Brubaker 

  

In memory of: 

My husband, Bert 

Given by: 

Chris Campbell 

  

In memory of our parents: 

Harold and Dorothy Collier 

Andy and Eleanor Campbell 

Given by: 

Chris Campbell 
  

In memory of: 

 Winfred Campbell 

Given by: 

 Curtis and Wendy Christian 

and the Winfred Campbell Family 
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News Brief from Session 
 

¶ Congratulations to Lydia Coleman and Chase MoHallatee on their    

March 21 wedding. 

¶ Reception for Dana Miller's Retirement is scheduled for after church on               

May 3. 

¶ Ella Deaton will be our guest speaker for Youth Sunday May 10. 

¶ Summer Bible Adventure trips are being planned.  Come join the fun!  

¶ Keep Buckhorn School in your prayers after the fire. 

¶ 200th Anniversary planning committee to meet late April.   Watch for the date!  

¶ Quotes are being taken to repair the front steps and sidewalks.  

¶ Choir robes have been dry cleaned.  Yeah!    

4 Matthew Guerra 

7 Melody Mitchell 

11 Phyllis Deaton 

15 Betsy Ney Shackelford 

20 Chris Campbell 

22 Elliot Orttenburger 

24 Cindy Glass 

26 Ainsley Waterbury 

 Gannon Orttenburger 

29 Serena Florell 

30 Donna Cox 

1 Piper Lawrenz 

10 Alison Underwood 

15 Wayne Bowlin 

18 Joyce Wolf 

22 Sandee Bonar 

23 Olivia Florell 

24 Thomas Crump 

29 Jeanie Logue 
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MISSIONéé..a body of people sent 
 

 February 2026 Love Fund Summary  

 

 Served 84 Unique Families (included 44 children) 

 

 

 March 2026 Love Fund Summary  

 
 Served 78 Unique Families (included 37 children) 
 

Category # of families served Amount 

Utilities 43 $4,280 

Rent 29 $3,875 

Hotel 2 $240 

Gulf Bill (Gas Vouchers)   $550 

Save A Lot bill (food vouchers)   $1,497.86 

Gas vouchers distributed 34   

Food Vouchers Distributed 51   

Love Fund Pantry Assistance 17   

Total   $10,442.86 

Category # of families served Amount 

Utilities 39 $3,845 

Rent 24 $3,495 

Hotel 2 $240 

Gulf Bill (Gas Vouchers)   $785 

Save A Lot bill (food vouchers) 50 $1,529.99 

Gas vouchers distributed 23   

Food Vouchers Distributed 51   

Love Fund Pantry Assistance 14   

Total   $9,654.99 
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Palm Sunday 

2026 


