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Message froM the Pastor 
Voting as an Act of Christian Love  
As Christians who are also citizens of the United States, we are once again 
entering that perennial time of national deliberation; we are entering election 
season.  Soon we will be called upon to exercise our civic responsibility to 
vote—to choose those political leaders who will represent our interests.   
We Christians have all too often dichotomized our religious faith and our political 
endeavors.  We compartmentalize our lives into the separate realms of religion 
and politics, and we rationalize it with Jesus’ own words about paying taxes: 
“Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, and render unto God what is God’s” 
(Matthew 22:21).  Too often, we have relegated voting to the sacred realm of 
government and politics.  We have regarded our voting as part of “worldly 
matters” and wholly apart from “heavenly matters” (and never the twain shall 
meet).   
But this is a false dichotomy, my Christian friends.  There is no nation or 
kingdom that is not also under the sovereign realm of God.  Yes, Jesus 
acknowledges that the coin for the tax belongs to Caesar; but even Caesar 
belongs to God.  
 In a parable about the final judgement, Jesus teaches that our blessings in 
God’s heavenly kingdom are directly conditioned upon our deeds in this earthly 
realm.    As Christians, God has blessed us with manifold graces—graces that 
we are called to use to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to visit the 
imprisoned, to care for the sick, to welcome the stranger.  When we care for the 
least of these in this world, we are caring for Christ, the King of Heaven 
(Matthew 25:34-40).  Perhaps there is a distinction between our earthly lives 
and our heavenly lives, but clearly there is no separation.  (In Christ, the twain 
shall always meet.) 
Indeed, my Christian friends, Christ expects us to use our earthly blessings not 
solely for our own self-interest, but for the hungry, the poor, the homeless, the 
sick, the stranger, and the marginalized.  And, not one of our earthly blessings 
is to be withheld from the least of these whom Christ has placed in our care—
not even our earthly blessing to vote. 
If Christ commands us to love God with all of our mind and strength, heart and 
soul, with all we have, with all we are, then even our vote is meant to be an act 
of love.  We can no longer relegate our vote solely to the realm of our political 
self-interest.  No, my Christian friends, even our vote belongs to Christ and the 
Kingdom of God. 
Truly, neither the pastor nor the church can tell us for whom to vote, but surely 
our faith in Jesus Christ can tell us “how” to vote.  As Christians, we cannot cast 
our vote for our own self-interest.  We are called by Christ to care for the hungry, 
the poor, the homeless, the sick, the stranger, and the marginalized—those for 
whom our vote most matters.  The Sovereign reign of Christ calls us to vote for 
the interests of the least of these.  
My Christian friends, as you fill out your mail-in ballot, or as you go to the polls, 
cast your vote for the interests of those in need.  Remember, when we vote for 
the love of the least of these, we are voting for the love of Jesus Christ Himself.  

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). 

– Curtis “T” Christian 
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uPCoMiNg 

eveNts 

October – The Women’s 
Evening Circle 
The Women’s evening Circle 
is canceled for October. We 
will meet again in November.  

Oct 04 – World Communion 
Offering  
When: 11:00 AM 

Oct 04 – Stewardship Kick-
Off   
When: 11:00 AM 

Oct 04 – Annual Church 
Picnic   
When: 12:00 noon 
Where: on the Church 
Grounds 

Oct 17 – Square Dance & 
Table Games   
When: 6:30 PM 
Where: Christian Life Center 

Nov 7 & 8 – LOCKIN 2026! 
The dates for our annual 
youth lock-in have been set. 
This event is always a lot of 
fun and is open to any Middle 
and High School youth 
interested in attending. More 
info to come. 

Nov 14 – Arts & Crafts for 
Missions 
When: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Where: Church Grounds 

MiNistry 

highlights 
Youth Ministry 
Our teens and youth have started a new school year. We meet every 
Wednesday, Prayer Breakfast, at Purdy’s. Please pray for our youth!   

Community Outreach 
August and September, Love Fund served large number of unique 
families, including children, and assist them with various needs. 
Next Love Fund date is October 24, Saturday, from 11:00 AM - 2:00 
PM.  

Mission 
We continued to support Waters for the Living Lord in September, 
and sent funds to the community in Las Casitas de Santa Cruz, 
Honduras.  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Teaching With Soul  

We’re going to start a new series of articles over the next several 
months that will cover The Bible as it relates to the LGBTQIA+ 
community. Truthfully, I have reservations about whether or not I 
am the right person to undertake such a venture as I am a CIS 
straight male and there is no shortage of hot takes from that 
particular viewpoint floating around out there, but I am Biblically 
trained and this community seems to be in particular need of 
advocacy and support within the church if not also in the 
community at large. 

 Furthermore, in our representation of First Presbyterian at this 
year’s Cityfest at EKU, most of the conversations we had with 
folks seemed to be centered around our beliefs about inclusion 
and acceptance. People were curious about how we could hold 
such beliefs in light of certain scriptures and traditional church 
stances that would seem contradictory to such a viewpoint.  
There are questions about this topic floating around our 
community and I’m happy to address them. I’ll do this largely 
because there is no small amount of scriptural misinterpretation 
and weaponization out there where this particular subject is 
concerned and it is at that intersection where I believe I might be 
able to be of some assistance. At least I’m going to give it my 
best try.  

Furthermore, I am taking on this subject at the request of my own 
children who are eager for responses to classmates and social 
media posts that quote scripture at them as erroneous proof that 
a belief in God’s radical love and acceptance for all people is 
somehow misguided at best and heretical at worst. I do this from 
a place of humility and not certainty. If I should get it wrong, if I 
should go too far or if I should not go far enough, I’m happy to 
discuss it and be corrected. I am always learning, always growing, 
but this should be an adequate representation of where I’m at for 
the moment and what I understand to be God’s truth on the 
matter as well as a bit of a loving critique on the religion that 
helped raise me and helped establish “love for others” and 
“standing up for the disenfranchised” as some of my core values. 

That all being said, there are easier ways and harder ways to get 
where we are going. We’ll cover it all in the coming months.  The 
harder ways entail scholarly analysis of several problematic 
scriptures, passages which I find are most often used to 
disenfranchise the LGBTQIA+ community within the church. This 
will be a largely academic pursuit. We will address each of these 
scriptures thoroughly and methodically in the months to come in 
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an attempt to understand how they are misused and manipulated 
so as to be antithetical to what the gospel actually preaches.  

The easier ways to get there are best summarized as being 
through conscience, through trust and through examination of 
authority, and it is with these topics that we will pick up in next 
month's article. 

– Christian Education Director, Joel Stanley 

 

  

 

DEACONS    CLASS OF  

Ava Stanley    2027 
Wayne Bowlin  2027 
Donna Cox    2027 
Denise Crump    2027 
Marti Exline    2028 
Sarah Gump    2028 
Amanda Tipton  2028 
Lynn Shearon  2029 
Morgan Couch   2029 

ELDERS    CLASS OF  

Jen Wilke-Deaton  2027 
Jim Exline    2027 
LeAnn Jones   2027 
Arleita Dirne   2028 
Mark Pitts   2028 
Gil Shew    2029 
Craig Mapel    2029 
Beth Underwood  2029 
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News Briefs from Session for this 
Summer 

 A big WELCOME to new members Alfred Lutz and 
Anne Van Nuys. 

 Children’s Worship is now meeting on the second 
floor due to increase number of participants. 

 EKU City Fest participants spread the word about 
First Presbyterian Church. 

 Volunteers are still needed to help with the Arts and 
Crafts for Missions on November 14. 

 A framed picture of the new historical marker will be 
hung in the hallway by the gym. 

 Square Dance scheduled for Saturday, October 
17.  Get your dancing shoes ready! 

 

Clerk of Session, Melody Mitchell 
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SAVE THE DATE!! 

 First Presbyterian’s 

200th Anniversary 

Celebration!  

Sunday, July  11, 2027!! 

ONLINE GIVING 3 easy ways! 

* Click the GIVING button on our 
church website 

OR 
*Text fpcgift to 73256 

OR 
Download the Abundant Giving app on 

your phone.  Locate our church name 
and select. 

Follow all prompts to give online.  Of 
course you can always sign up to give 
through your bank site or by mailing a 

check to: 
First Presbyterian Church 

PO BOX 165 
Richmond, KY  40476-0165

 

www.richmondfpc.com 

Curtis Christian 

curtischristian670@gmail.com 

Joel Stanley 

Joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com 

Ivan Vajdle 

ivanvajdle@@richmondfpc.com 

Joyce Wolf 

jhwolfsong@gmail.com 

Mark Johnson 

markjohnson@richmondfpc.com 
 

 

 

1 Betty Park Adams 

 Rhonda Orttenburger 

11 Julie Stanley 

 Eden Stanley 

15 Paul Hager 

17 Beth Underwood 

18 Curtis Christian 

20 Sonny Trinh 

23 Nancy Crider 

26 Phillip Seyfrit 

 Charlie Orttenburger 

29 Shelby Dale Lamb 

30 Arleita Dirne 


